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Curricular Guidelines for the
Reopening of Schools: Sept. – Oct. 2021
1.0 Introduction
Academic Year 2021/22 begins virtually on Monday, September 6th, 2021. Measures instituted by
the Government of Trinidad and Tobago beginning in March 2020 to curb the impact of the Novel
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, including the vaccination drive which commenced on
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February 17, 2021, signals a hopeful start for the physical reopening of school in Academic Year
2021/2022.
All staff employed at schools and students above the age of 12 are part of this vaccination
drive, and are asked to take advantage of all opportunities to be vaccinated, as this layer of
protection has proven effective, around the world, to achieve the ultimate goal of getting our
students back out to school face to face.
This document is intended to guide the operations of schools from Sept. – Oct. 2021, with all
students in virtual attendance.
The operations of schools from October to December 2021 are anticipated to include physical
attendance of students on a phased basis. The detailed Guidelines for these operations will
be issued to schools at a date in September to be announced.

2.0 Reopening of Educational Institutions
The academic year 2021/2022 commences on September 06, 2021. All students will attend school
virtually, until advised otherwise. Recommendations for curricular content and instruments of
assessment will be provided by the Curriculum Planning and Development Division to guide on
crafting of the curriculum accordingly.
Once approvals are given, Forms 4-6 students (or equivalent) will resume physical attendance,
subsequent to which other classes will be considered on a phased basis on the guidance from the

2.1 Termly Schedule: Term 1 2021/2022
Term 1 of the academic year 2021-2022 spans a 14-week period; September 06, 2021 to December
10, 2021. In order to compensate for loss of teaching-learning time experienced since the closure
of schools in March 2020 and to facilitate orientation to the new school environment, the following
is a proposed timeline for the implementation of suggested activities.
In preparation for the start of Term 1, SSSD in collaboration with TEPPDD and Communications
will engage in activities for parents, students and teachers as well as sensitizing the public on the
new school environment.


Week 1, Term 1 2021/22o SSSD and Teacher-led Orientation and Debriefing exercises.



Weeks 2-3, Term 1 2021/22-

Curricular Guidelines for the Reopening of Schools: Sept. – Oct. 2021

Ministry of Health.

o SSSD and Teacher-led Orientation and Debriefing exercises (as needed).
o Teacher- led Revision Exercises.
o National Standardized Diagnostic Testing for Assessment of Learning Loss in Math
and ELA (current Infant 2-Form 4; MOE-developed).
o Teachers will mark national assessments according to mark schemes provided.
Data capture instruments will be provided for reporting on school data. This data
will guide national interventions and prioritizing school monitoring and support.
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o School-Level Standardized Diagnostic Testing for Assessment of Learning Loss in
all subject areas (current Infant 2-Form 4; Teacher-developed).
School-Level diagnostic assessments are not mandated, but teachers are strongly
encouraged to develop and implement them as these findings, along with support
in the form of guidelines and exemplars of adaptation of the curricula, will inform
teachers on the development of their workplans / Schemes of Work (SOW).
o

Checklists of minimum learning outcomes students should possess at start of the
school year will be provided to teachers to allow for development of suitably
designed tests for the School-Level Diagnostic Tests.

Curricular Guidelines for the Reopening of Schools: Sept. – Oct. 2021



4

Week 3- 4, Term 1 2021/22o Preparation of workplans / (SOW) based on exemplars of Adapted Curriculum
developed by CPDD and based on findings of Diagnostic Testing.
o Continuation of Revision Exercises.



Weeks 5-12, Term 1 2021/22o Teaching and Learning Activities.



Weeks 13-14, Term 1 2021/22
o End of Term Assessments and Results

3.0 Focus on Learning
The Curriculum for 2021/2022 is to be adapted by schools based on the minimum outcomes
provided by the Curriculum Division. HODs will ensure adherence to the Curriculum Guide and
that topics taught are in alignment with Schemes of Work and Daily/Weekly Plans. The guidelines
provided by the CPDD will support planning for curriculum delivery by identifying minimum
outcomes for each learning level, suggestions on how to diagnose learning core gaps/deficiencies

be responsive to the varied needs of students in bridging gaps/deficiencies in learning and ensuring
students are well positioned to progress systematically towards the next learning level and not
remain in a continuous cycle of "catch-up".
Weeks 2 and 3 of Term I will also be devoted to Diagnostic Testing which will further inform
Learning Gaps to be addressed. Administrators will receive summary reports from the Heads of
Department on a fortnightly basis and forward a Termly Report to School Supervisors. Any
concerns with respect to teachers, will be reported by the Head of Department/ Senior Teacher to
Administration as per usual protocol.

3.1 Orientation and Support / Mental Preparation for the Reopening of
Schools
COVID-19 has impacted on the social, emotional and economic well-being of families and
undoubtedly on the psychosocial status of our students. SSSD will partner with TEPPDD to
facilitate debriefing sessions over the period August 23-27, as a measure of support for teachers’
mental well-being.
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and exemplars of how to adapt the curriculum accordingly. Thus, work plans will be developed to

These debriefing sessions will also be facilitated throughout the term

according to schedules to be determined from September 13, 2021.
The following student-centered approach of the Ministry of Education will be implemented:

August 2021:


The SSSD in collaboration with Communications will launch a Social Media Campaign
focusing on the mental preparation of all stakeholders for the return to school.
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●

The SSSD, in collaboration with Administration, will inform staff on methods of engaging
with students facing disappointment with the continued absence from the physical
classroom. In this regard SSSD will partner with TEPPDD to deliver a professional
development series for teachers to enhance their knowledge of the impact of the pandemic
on students and their families as well as to enhance their skills in identifying students who
may be at risk for mental health concerns, managing anxiety, understanding trauma and
engaging with our students through a trauma-focused lens. Teachers who did not access
this training will be catered for during the first two weeks of the term.

●

SSSD will facilitate student and parent Support Groups in each Education District as a
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means of offering group intervention. These Support Groups will be held virtually (August
– November 2021) and will have various focus areas including but not limited to:
Promoting Mental Health and Managing experiences of grief and loss. Additional topics
will be added throughout Term I based on ongoing needs assessments conducted by SSSD
staff.

3.2 Weeks 1 and 2 of the reopening of school
Planning time for teachers of primary schools, for each week/ cycle has been and will continue to
be incorporated. It is proposed that the first two weeks of Term 1 2021/22 be geared towards
reorientation and debriefing exercises for the students and teachers, and revision exercises for
students.
●

The reorientation and debriefing sessions will be conducted through a partnership with
SSSD personnel and teachers. The teacher-led orientation will be supported by the SSSD.
In addition to facilitating these sessions, the Administrators must also ensure that provision
is made for SSSD personnel to interact with each class within the first two weeks as well
as throughout the course of the academic year. The emphasis in the first two weeks will be
on equipping all students with the skills needed to successfully orient to the online school
environment. Partnerships with NGOs and other Governmental Agencies will also be
pursued in the provision of mental health support for students and parents.
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SSSD will continue to support students throughout the term with the delivery of the following
levels of support:



Universal Intervention – Whole class / Group Guidance sessions focusing on areas of Social,
Emotional Learning; Academic Development and Support as well as Career Development.



Targeted Intervention – Individual and Group Counselling; Social and Risk Assessments
including the conduct of Home-Visits as needed; Psychoeducational Assessments and other
levels of therapeutic support.

●

Form/Class teacher-led Home Room periods must be time-tabled as a part of the orientation
programme. Form/Class teachers, with the guidance of the SSSD, will engage students in

Form/Class teachers should be on the alert for students who display any behaviour of
concern and make the necessary referrals to the SSSD.
●

Deans (Secondary) are to be rostered to interact with students of the respective year groups
on a class-by-class basis to reinforce student expectations in keeping with the guidelines.

●

Administrators should liaise with the SSSD, Employee Assistance Programme (EAP) or
suitable NGO’s to attend to the psychosocial needs of the staff. These sessions should be
scheduled during the first two weeks of school and must be communicated/published to
staff. EAP Sessions can also be organized during the July-August vacation for staff who
are willing to access these services.

●

The TEPPDD will schedule teacher training sessions.

3.3 Weeks 2/3 and 4: Diagnostic Assessment and Adapted Curriculum
National and School-Level diagnostic testing will be conducted.
General Guidelines for conduct of Diagnostic Assessment (Appendix I) are provided for use by
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active discussions, lend support and give guidelines on adapting to the school environment.

schools, as needed, in the design of school based diagnostic assessment. The findings of the
diagnostic assessment will identify learning loss (Appendix II). Learning loss recovery will be
addressed by the development and implementation of an adapted curriculum. For Primary
Schools, Mathematics and English Language Arts diagnostics only will be mandated. In
terms of other subjects, end of term marks for previous years can be utilized, but teachers
are encouraged to do fresh diagnostic testing to guide the development of work plans.

7



National Assessment and diagnostic testing: The National Assessment, developed by the
CPDD, will be limited to ELA (oral reading fluency, comprehension - except infant, and
writing- secondary only) and Mathematics. The results of the assessments will be collected
and analyzed by CPDD to inform support to schools and to national-designed intervention
projects. The findings from the analysis will influence the adaptation of the curriculum in
these subject areas at the particular school. The Guidelines that were developed by the
CPDD should be referenced.



School Level Diagnostic Assessments: Teacher-made assessments can be developed and
administered with the assistance of Heads of Department (Secondary)/School
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Administrators (Primary) and the CPDD. The CPDD will provide checklists of minimum
outcomes for each class and subject level. Teachers will refer to the checklist from previous
learning levels when developing the diagnostic assessment for the current learning level.
The results of the assessments will be collected and analyzed by teachers guided by the
HODs. The findings from analysis will influence the development of work-plans/schemes
of work. The Guidelines that were developed by the CPDD should be referenced.

3.4 Weeks 5 -12: Teaching and Learning
Further to the information presented in this section, in the Guidelines to be provided for
operations from October 2021, emphasis will be given to the teaching and learning process in
light of physical attendance of students at school. Resources will be made available to assist
teachers access instructional material which can be used in the creation of online lessons.


Support resources:
a. Digital Catalogue of the Primary Curriculum Instructional Toolkit
The Curriculum Planning and Development Division is constantly producing
materials to support teaching and learning. These materials are hosted on a variety of
platforms and serve a variety of instructional purposes. However, teachers may not
always be aware of the wealth of materials that are available to them. Additionally, they
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may not have the time to curate these resources from various platforms where they are
hosted.

The creation of the Digital Catalogue of the Primary Curriculum Instructional
Toolkit seeks to provide a comprehensive list of all learning units, learning plans and
supplementary instructional resources to aid primary school teachers as they plan for
instruction and implement curriculum.
Using the catalogue, primary teachers should be able to:
-

Conduct a search for a resource by level and by content area.

-

Use a hyperlink to directly access that particular resource

seeking to assist students, including those who may have experienced learning loss over
the past two years of blended learning
b. Repository of SLMS resources produced by the CPDD.
A link will be re-shared with all teachers, through their fac. accounts to this resource,
which is compiled separately for primary and secondary levels. These resources will
support remediation, interventions and accelerated learning as the learning activities
can be selected according to student’s needs. These learning activities are
developmental and responses to assessment items are provided and can therefore be
assigned for independent learning.


Formative and continuous assessments held during the term can be conducted electronically
for all students. Teachers will be encouraged via specific and ongoing training to practice
e-testing methods such as:


Digital projects - similar to integrated projects but prepared and submitted
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This catalogue will provide quick access to the wealth of resources available to teachers

using ICTs e.g. Brochure in Microsoft word, video presentation, digital
storyboard





Electronic MCQ ( Multiple Choice Quiz)



Electronic structured / free response items

Links to online typing training will be made available for students to facilitate online
instruction and assessment.
9

3.5 Week 13-14 End of Term Assessment


Electronic formats for End of term examinations are permitted for all students and class
levels within the two- week period allotted.



Report cards of students will be issued by the first week of Term two.
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National/Regional Assessments
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The Assessment framework and format of SEA 2022 will follow that of SEA 2021.



Consideration will be given to modify the NCSE for electronic administration in 2022.



The regional examinations’ implementation will be guided by the CXC
examination body.

3.6 Closing the Gap: Learning Loss Recovery
When schools reopen in September 2021, in order to provide equity within the teaching and
learning process and to ensure that no child is left behind, the Ministry of Education will engage
teachers to offer enrichment programs in various subject areas for students to close learning gaps
which may have developed over the time spent away from physical classes.

4.0 Supporting Education
The MOE continues to address the following:


Accessibility to devices by all students and staff.



Internet accessibility

Transformation will service public schools with no internet or unsatisfactory
internet service - targeting 72 primary schools. 27 of these are complete to date and
the process is ongoing.
o The School Connectivity project will target increased broadband coverage to 134
secondary schools. Site visits have begun at schools.


Digital transformation of MOE services. The newly formed Educational
Technology Unit, with the mandate to effect this digital transformation, is
currently being staffed.



Teacher Training to upskill the capacity for online instruction.



Educating parents on their role in supporting their children to effectively manage the
blended system of learning.



Mental Health issues of staff, students and parents.



Keeping the public updated on initiatives of the MOE.



Filling of teacher vacancies.
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o TTWiFi Initiative of the Ministry of Public Administration and Digital

4.1 Clinical Supervision
Clinical Supervision remains a developmental process to support teachers in the delivery of the
curriculum and will be conducted by HODs and school administration. Schemes of work and
lesson plans should now be revised for virtual learning. Clinical Supervision will therefore be
expanded to include online teaching/learning. The Curriculum Planning and Development
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Division (CPDD) has created instruments to cater for Clinical Supervision for the online
teaching/learning process. (Appendix III List of instruments) The CPDD will liaise with HODs,
VPs, Senior Teachers to support them in maintaining fidelity to the prescribed standardized
approach and provide the appropriate support by the relevant subject officer to enable same.
Curriculum Officers will thus also be involved in monitoring the Clinical Supervision process,
either through District Leadership Team (DLT) visits or independently once necessary
arrangements are made with the teacher and school administration. They will ensure that the
system is working effectively and provide support where necessary to Principals/HODs and
teachers. The teacher will be informed prior to visiting a teacher’s class virtually. In keeping with
Curricular Guidelines for the Reopening of Schools: Sept. – Oct. 2021

the concept of School Based Management (SBM), Curriculum Officers and School Supervisors
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will continue to collaborate with each other to address any concerns.
The classroom observation component of the Clinical Supervision process for any online teaching
may involve a Head of Department/Vice-Principal/Senior Teacher, logging in to an online class.
Teachers will be required to share the link for their online classes with the administrators.
Administrators together with Heads of Department/Senior Teacher/Vice Principal (HOD/ST/VP)
will have the opportunity of monitoring these classes. It must be emphasized that the clinical
supervision process is not meant to be punitive but developmental, and used to give the teacher
the necessary support and guidance in curriculum delivery under the New Normal.
It is critical that all persons involved in Clinical Supervision become acquainted with the methods
and strategies involved with online learning in order to give the necessary support and guidance.
The Teacher Education Performance and Professional Development Division (TEPPDD) of the
MOE continues to organise training sessions. Heads of Department and administrators are
encouraged to apply and/or do upskilling through other avenues.

4.2 District Leadership Team (DLT)
The schedule of weekly DLT1 meetings must continue based on the usual agenda and can be virtual
or face-to-face provided the MOH requirements can be met.

The individual school context must be taken into consideration as each will present unique and

mitigate/address such challenges and should be submitted to School Supervisors within one week
of the circulation of the final version of this document.
At DLT meetings, progress on the district’s plan and the School Development Plans (SDP),
inclusive of reopening, for the schools of the district should be discussed. Issues identified by
individual members of the DLT will also be addressed. As customary, schools of focus will be
identified based on evidence (data collected, observations through school visits, issues raised
through other avenues, etc.). The new School Development Plans/ Reopening Plans in schools will
be monitored and assessed with support given to schools by members of each arm of the DLT.
Feedback shall be provided at each meeting.

Divisions of the MOE other than those that make up the DLT are involved in the implementation
of the District Plan. For instance, the TEPPDD, will also lend assistance to any school as required.
Other than the routine visits by individual members of the DLT, inclusive of the line Supervisor,
the DLT will schedule physical visits to each school at least once per term. At these visits,
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diverse challenges. Individual school plans for reopening should include measures to

meetings will be conducted between the DLT and the SBMT to assess and give recommendations
based on reports submitted. Virtual meetings can be organized as the need arises. The Line
supervisor as well as Curriculum Officers and SSSD personnel, will be expected to monitor
implementation of the recommendations made.

13
1

The DLT comprises representation from SSMD, CPDD, SSSD, HSSU

Meetings of DLT/Supervisors with School Administrators (Fraternity Meetings, Cluster
meetings, Termly conferences) can be organized either virtually or physically. All physical
meetings must satisfy the MOH requirements and is the preferred mode once possible and
practical to do so.

4.3 School Supervisors
Weekly meetings based on the usual agenda must continue and can be done either
physically or virtually. All physical meetings must satisfy the MOH requirements and
Curricular Guidelines for the Reopening of Schools: Sept. – Oct. 2021

is the preferred mode once possible and practical to do so. Each Line Supervisor will
report on schools under his/her purview which were visited and his/her proposed plan of
action for the coming week. Reports must include all contact with schools whether virtual
or physical. A termly report must be produced by each School Supervisor. The School
Supervisor III will compile one report for submission to the Office of the DSS. These
discussions ensure that all Supervisors are made aware of issues at all schools, facilitate
the development of targeted interventions to address identified issues and inform the
agenda for fraternity meetings.
Any other issues or concerns pertaining to the schools and the district office operations can also be
discussed at the School Supervisors’ meeting. A termly status report from each district should be
produced and submitted to the office of the Director of School Supervision (DSS).

4.4 Guidelines for Parents
The following guidelines have been issued by the Centre for Disease Control to assist with the
virtual or at home learning


Try to find a space where you live that’s free of distractions, noise, and clutter for learning
and doing homework. This could be a quiet, well-lit place in your dining room or living
room or a corner of your home that could fit a small table, if available.
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Try to attend school activities and meetings. Schools may offer more of these virtually.
These meetings can be a way to express any concerns you may have about the school’s
plans.



Create a schedule with your child and make a commitment to stick with it. Structure and
routine can greatly help your child from falling behind with assignments. A family calendar
or other visuals could be useful for keeping track of deadlines and assignments.



Find out if students have regular opportunities for live video instruction by teachers or if

assignments.


If your child receives mental health or behavioral services (e.g., social skills training,
counseling), ask your school how these services will continue during virtual at-home
learning.



If your school offers a hybrid model, be familiar with your school’s plan for how they will
communicate with families when a positive case or exposure to someone with COVID-19
is identified and ensure student privacy is upheld.



Watch for and anticipate behavior changes in your child (e.g., excessive crying or irritation,
excessive worry or sadness, unhealthy eating or sleeping habits, difficulty concentrating),
which may be signs of your child struggling with stress and anxiety.



Talk with your child about how school is going and about interactions with classmates and
teachers. Find out how your child is feeling and communicate that what they may be feeling
is normal.



You can be a role model for your child by practicing self-care: take breaks, get plenty of
sleep, exercise, eat well, stay socially connected
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they will primarily be watching pre-recorded videos and receive accompanying
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Appendix I General Guidelines for Conduct of Diagnostic Assessment:

Primary and Secondary Levels: These guidelines provide an overview of how diagnosis may be
conducted with specific reference to the core subjects taught at the primary level (infant 2 to
Standard 5-new) and Forms 1 – 4 (Form 1 optional as schools have SEA data or could be
administered a diagnostic informed by the Std. 5 checklist but Form 4 can use the Form 3 checklist)
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at the secondary level.


School-Based Diagnosis: Checklists (All Subjects, All Levels) And Strategies –
Primary Level: The student at the current learning level will be administered
diagnostics developed according to the checklist of minimum outcomes covered in
the previous level e.g. New Standard 5 will be assessed using the Std. 4 checklist,
which is aligned to the Std. 4 adapted curriculum. Guidance is provided in the
form of checklists,

identifying

for each core subject, the minimum

outcomes students should have acquired in order to proceed to the next learning
level. Along with the checklists, suggestions are provided on strategies that can be
employed, specific to the subject at each learning level, by teachers in developing
the diagnostics. Based on the data derived from the school-developed diagnostics,
teachers can then identify gaps or deficiencies, observed for individual students or
the entire class and plan accordingly for remediation or intervention, as is relevant.


School-Based Diagnosis: Checklists (All Subjects, Forms 1-3) and Strategies –
Secondary Level: Similarly, the new Form 4 student would be assessed according
to the checklist for Form 3, which is aligned to the Form 3 adapted curriculum. The
Form 1 student can be assessed using SEA data or diagnostics developed from
checklists aligned to the Std. 5 curriculum. Guidance is provided in the form of
checklists, identifying for each core subject, the minimum outcomes students
should have acquired in order to proceed to the next learning level. Along with the
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checklists, suggestions are provided on strategies that can be employed, specific to
the subject at each learning level, by teachers in developing the diagnostics. Based
on the data derived from the school-developed diagnostics, teachers can then

identify gaps or deficiencies, observed for individual students or the entire class
and plan accordingly for remediation or intervention, as is relevant.


Conduct of Diagnosis at a National Level in Selected Subjects (Primary and
Secondary): National diagnostic instruments will be developed by the CPDD for
English Language Arts and Mathematics but administered and scored by teachers.
For primary, these diagnostics will be administered to Infants two to Standard five
(new). The focus for ELA will be oral reading fluency and reading

4 and the ELA will focus on reading comprehension and writing.


Exemplars of Curriculum Adaptation (Primary and Secondary): Having identified
the minimum learning outcomes that needs to be developed for students to move to
the next learning level, the CPDD will provide an exemplar document which will
guide how the curriculum may be adapted for each of the primary and secondary
(Forms 1-4) levels. Thus, consistent with the minimum outcomes checklist, for
each core subject at each learning level (class/form), guidance will be provided
on adaptation of the curriculum, for students to be taught and assessed on so they
are prepared for the next learning level. The adaptations will focus on the minimum
competencies for progress from one academic to the next academic year but does
not limit the scope of what may be taught. Each teacher, armed with the knowledge
of the competencies of the incoming cohort of students, can refer to the adaptations
recommended for the current learning level, to prepare their workplans/schemes of
work. They can confidently amend their workplans/schemes of work to respond to
the needs of their students and be assured that in the process, as they plan to
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comprehension. For secondary, these diagnostics will be administered to Forms 1-

ultimately have students cover the entire curriculum in readiness for exit
examinations, they do so in a systematic and data-informed manner, realistic to
their varying contexts but continuing to set high expectations for their students on
a foundation of fundamental competencies.

17

Appendix II Guidelines for Learning Loss
The term learning loss refers to any specific or general loss of knowledge and skills or to reversals
in academic progress, most commonly due to extended gaps or discontinuities in a student’s
education. While learning loss can manifest in a wide variety of ways for a range of reasons, the
following are a few representative examples of widely recognised forms of learning loss:
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● Significant vacation break
● Interrupted formal education
● Returning dropouts
● School absence
● Ineffective teaching

Factors Associated with Loss of Learning
● Students confined to their homes may spend less time in learning than when at school
physically
● Students confined to their homes may be stressed and anxious and this may negatively
affect their ability to concentrate on schoolwork
● Lack of in-person contact may cause students to be less externally motivated to engage in
learning
● Switching to online learning may negatively affect students who have difficulty adapting
to this new learning environment
● Switching to remote learning may exacerbate existing educational inequalities due to lack
of access to adequate resources, unsuitable home environment and parental support
● Isolation from friends and teachers may result in unequal distribution of behavioural and
psychological problems
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Remediation and Intervention

Intervention and remediation (also commonly referred to as re-teaching) have the same
fundamental goal: supporting struggling students with focused learning opportunities to achieve
academic success. But still, the differences between these two types of instruction are critical to
determining what sort of environment, time, and approach might be required to best serve students.
When to Employ Each Approach
The best educators recognise both intervention and remediation as central to their day-to-day

their explicit scope and sequence, these educators are constantly pausing to reflect and reteach,
while similarly banking in intentional intervention time for those who might be struggling with
underlying skills or concepts. This balancing act can often feel like navigating a decision tree but
for instruction. Look at the following graphic for one such example.
When you understand the key differences of these instructional approaches and, better yet, the
value each one holds, your practices as an educator can become even more intentional. For
example, don’t spin your wheels organising all students into small groups for an intervention block
when only 10 percent of them require this level of focused engagement. Also, don’t stop to
remediate a concept to the whole class when just a subset of learners would really benefit from a
hands-on alternative instructional method to achieve understanding. Knowing what your students
need and how to best meet student needs will make for a more balanced learning ecosystem where
everyone is receiving the level of services they require at just the right time.
Acceleration Learning Model
A crucial aspect of the acceleration model is putting key prior knowledge into place so that students

Curricular Guidelines for the Reopening of Schools: Sept. – Oct. 2021

instructional practices. In between delivering core instruction for a specific standard aligned to

have something to connect with new information. Rather than focusing on everything students
don't know about the concept, the acceleration model revisits basic skills which can be applied
right away with the new content. To prepare for a new concept or lesson, students in an acceleration
program receive: (1) instruction in prior knowledge and (2) remediation of prerequisite skills that,
if missing, may create barriers to the learning process. This enriching experience includes the
following steps:
19
Step 1: Generate Thinking, Purpose, Real-World Relevance, and Curiosity

Step 2: Clearly Articulate the Learning Goal and Expectations, Visualise Big Picture
Step 3: Scaffold and Practice Essential Prerequisite Skills
Step 4: Introduce New Vocabulary and Review Prior Vocabulary
Step 5: Introduction to the New Concept
Step 6: Conduct Formative Assessment Frequently
The goal of acceleration is to help students learn content in their regular class the first time. It is
therefore essential to collect ongoing data of student progress. There should be a continual flow of
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formative assessment information between the class teacher and the acceleration teacher.
Instructional adjustments in acceleration classes are immediate and ongoing based on student data.
Students targeted for acceleration have an urgent need for real success right now and as such
feedback must be timely and detailed. For that to occur, teachers must use primarily "soft"
formative assessment to provide immediate descriptive feedback.
Considerations when Designing an Acceleration Program

There are a few logistics to address when implementing an acceleration program.
● Selecting a system for identifying students who would be good candidates for acceleration.
Typically, this involves reviewing standardised test data and selecting students who have
fallen behind peers in concepts considered to be important for achieving success at the next
class-level.
● Deciding who teaches the acceleration classes. The teachers of acceleration classes may be
either students' regular subject-area or class-level teachers or separate teachers. When
students attend acceleration classes with their regular class teacher, this teacher can make
the instructional moves during acceleration to facilitate student success in the regular class.
When a separate teacher attends to the acceleration class then there must be continuous
communication between the acceleration and class teacher to ensure that instructional
moves are aligned with class instruction and the essential prerequisite skills identified.
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Allocating time for acceleration classes. Three options for scheduling acceleration classes:

● scheduling a short time (around 45 minutes) at the beginning of each day in which all
students receive acceleration or enrichment instruction
● incorporating acceleration into electives, specials, or pullouts where students receive extra
instruction in subjects they are experiencing problems
● tutoring students before- and after-school or on a Saturday
Identifying the most important knowledge and skills students need to achieve class-level
proficiency. This involves reviewing the curriculum to identify and prioritise key competencies

Addressing Learning Loss
● Diagnose to determine deficiencies or gaps in planned learning outcomes
● Quantifying the significance of learning loss in terms of participation levels in each
performance band: (suggest: less than 30%, 31 – 60%, 61% and over.
● Determine approach required for each concept OR each student (significant challenge
overall e.g. dropout, disabilities etc.): plenary and/or group sessions. Consider
arrangements for intervention where needed.
● Plan for alternative instructional approaches: Review SOW with alternatives, infuse
formative assessments, incorporate self-directed learning (use SLMS, repository, online
self-directed programs)
To support schools in addressing the various approaches to addressing Learning Loss as described,
details on the following will be provided:


General guidelines for diagnosis: primary and secondary levels



School-based diagnosis: checklists (all subjects, all levels) and strategies – primary level



School-based diagnosis: checklists (all subjects, Forms 1-4) and strategies – secondary
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and concepts that are required at different levels and in a variety of subject areas.

level


Exemplars of curriculum adaptation – Primary and Secondary Levels.

Detailed information on the specifics will be provided in the form of a supplementary to this
document.
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Appendix III List of Clinical Supervision Instruments
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Assessment



Communication



Planning and Preparation



Pre Observation Conference Template



Post Observation Conference Template



Set Induction



Lesson Introduction



Student Participation



Use of Resources



Use of Technology for online teaching

Appendix IV: County Medical Officers of Health
Title

Dr.

First
Name
Harry

Last
Name
Smith

County/
Position
St.
George
West

Telephone

Fax

Cellphone

Address 1

Address 2

Email

624-3439
625-4151

6249169

729-8220

#3 Jerningham
Place

BELMONT

cmoh.sgw@nwrha.co.tt
harry.smith@health.gov.tt

Osafo

Fraser

St.
George
East

667-5273
667-3693
667-6688

6675273

Queen Mary
Avenue

ARIMA

cmoheast@gmail.com
cmoheast@hotmail.com
osafo.fraser@health.gov.tt

.
Dr.

620-4360

Dr.

Natasha

Sookhoo

Victoria

222-5005
Ext. 3003

2225014

377-4329

160 Pointe-aPierre Road,
Vistabella

RIO CLARO

cmohnama.erha@gmail.com
nssookhoo@hotmail.com

Dr.

Clem

Ragobar

Nariva/
Mayaro

653-0515
652-2716

6530515

7414996

SAN
FERNANDO

Clem.ragobar@erha.co.tt

Dr.

Tiffany

Hoyte

Tobago

639-3751

6351567

TOBAGO

thoyte@hotmail.com

708-6163

GUAICO

allana.quaminabest@gmail.com

754-5632

Narine
Ramrattan
Building,
Naparima
Mayaro Rd
C/o
Scarborough
Health Centre
Cor. Blake
Avenue &
Eastern Main
Road

Southern
Main Road

COUVA

jeanine.stbernard@health.gov.tt
jeanine.stbernard@gmail.com

Corner
Hassanali
Street and El

SAN JUAN

roger.ramjohn@health.gov.tt

Dr.

Allana

QuaminaBest

St.
Andrew/
St.
David

668-205355

6683532

Dr.

Jeanine

St.
Bernard

Caroni

226-4400
Ext. 4402

6363960

Dr.

Roger

Ramjohn

St.
George
Central

285-8992

6755253

772-7170

352-0565

Title

First
Name

Last
Name

County/
Position

Telephone

Fax

Cellphone

Address 1

Address 2

Email

Socorro Main
Road,
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Dr.
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Kalicharan

Ramnarine

St.
Patrick

649-2056

6491827

732-8527

Allies Street,
Health
Administration
Building

SIPARIA

kali0773@gmail.com
kalicharan.ramnarine@health.gov.tt

Appendix V Proposed Timetables

ECCE Remote Learning Daily Schedule

Time

9:00 –
9:30

Activity
Personal
Awareness
Preparation for
the day
Circle Time

9:30 –
10:00

Discussion
about values:
reading stories

Individual
activity

10:00 –
10: 15

10:15 –
10:30

FRUIT
TIME

Purpose
To develop spiritual awareness.
To prepare children to start the day.
To develop self-help and personal
hygiene skills.
Development of social skills: brushing
teeth, toileting and dressing themselves.
To encourage oral expression
(discussion about current affairs e.g.
Wearing a mask, Social distancing, and
keeping safe)
Reading stories that encourage children
to develop values e.g. sharing, caring
for others, obedience, co – operation,
taking turns.
Discussion on plans for the day.
Planned activity to stimulate thinking
and provoke discussions – this activity
can be based on a theme e.g. Animals.
Children will learn about the names of
animals, where they live and foods they
eat.
These activities provide opportunities
for children to learn in all areas e.g.
children making soup are learning the
names of the vegetables (language), the
shapes of the vegetables (geometry),
the weight of the ingredients (math),
and the effect of heating up the contents
(science)
To develop healthy eating habits.

Responsibility
Parent
/Guardian /
Teacher
Parent /
Guardian

Teacher

Parent /
Guardian
(Teacher
available to give
support)

Parent /
Guardian

Time

10:30 –
11: 00
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11:00 –
11:30
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Activity
Outdoor play

12:30 –
12:45

To facilitate the development and
refining of children’s gross motor
abilities (running, jumping, climbing,
throwing a ball, playing games).

Stories/Rhymes To develop a love for reading.
To provide opportunities for children to
listen, expand their vocabularies and be
introduced to new words.

Preparation
for lunch
11:30 –
12:30

Purpose

Lunch
Time/Clean up

Recall

To promote wellness and encourage
good eating habits, develop
conversation skills and appropriate
social behaviours.

To bring closure to day. Have
discussions based on the day’s
activities.

Responsibility
Parent
/Guardian /
Teacher
Parent /
Guardian

Parent /
Guardian
(Teacher
available to give
support)

Parent /
Guardian

Teacher

Screen time will be used to reinforce learning and promote children’s development. However, too
much screen time can have unhealthy side effects. With this in mind, the American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP) recommends limiting the amount of time that preschoolers spend in front of a
screen to no more than 1 hour each day. Therefore, thirty (30) minutes of screen time will be used
to engage children at the ECCE level daily.

CPDD PROPOSED TIMETABLE GUIDES FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS- 10 Day Cycle
INFANT 1 – 2: Minimum of 4 sessions per day with 5th session for Integrated Unit

9:00
9:30

–

9:30 –
10:00

10:00–
10:15

10:15 –
11:00

11:00 –
12:00

12:30 –
1:00

1:00 –3:00
Teacher
preparation,
marking,
feedback.

DAY 2
DAY 3
DAY 4
DAY 5
DAY 6
DAY 7
DAY 8
DAY 9
DAY 10

Recommendation for 10 day cycle time table
Subjects
No. of Sessions
ELA (Reading)
4
ELA (Creative Writing)
2
ELA (Oral Literacy)
2
ELA (Literacy Appreciation)
2
ELA (Media)
2
Mathematics
10
Science
3
Ag Science
1
Social Studies
Spanish
Physical Education
VAPA
V.C.C.E
GUIDANCE Officer

12:00 –
12:30

3
1
3
4
2
1

Screen Time - 15 minutes total per subject dependent on level
Break - Stretch/ Snack/ Bathroom

STD 1-2- Minimum of 4 sessions per day with 5th session for Integrated Unit
9:00 –
9:40

DAY 1

9:40 –
10:20

10:20 –
10:35

BREAK

10:35 –
11:30

11:30 –
12:30

DAY 4
DAY 5
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1:30 – 3:00

Teacher
preparation,
markings,
feedback.

DAY 3
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1:00 –
1:30

LUNCH

DAY 2

DAY 6
DAY 7
DAY 8
DAY 9
DAY 10
Screen Time - 20 minutes total per subject dependent on level
Break - Stretch/ Snack/ Bathroom
Spanish and HFLE will be done as part of the Integrated Unit

Recommendation for 10 day cycle time table
Subjects
No. of Sessions
ELA (Reading)
4
ELA (Creative Writing)
2
ELA (Oral Literacy)
2
ELA (Literacy Appreciation)
2
ELA (Media)
2
Mathematics
10
Science
3
Ag Science
1
Social Studies
Spanish
Physical Education
VAPA
V.C.C.E
GUIDANCE Officer

12:30 –
1:00

3
1
3
4
2
1

STD 3-5- Minimum of 4 sessions per day with 5th session for Integrated Unit
8:30 –
9:15
DAY 1

9:15 –
10:00

10:00 –
10:15
BREAK

10:15 –
11:15

11:15 –
12:15

12:15
–1:00

1:00 –
1:10

1:10 –
1:55

1:55 – 3:00

LUNCH

DAY 2
DAY 3

BREAK

Teacher
preparation,
markings,
feedback.

DAY 5
DAY 6
DAY 7
DAY 8
DAY 9
DAY 10

Recommendation for 10 day cycle time table
Subjects
No. of Sessions
ELA (Reading)
4
ELA (Creative Writing)
2
ELA (Oral Literacy)
2
ELA (Literacy Appreciation)
2
ELA (Media)
2
Mathematics
10
Science
3
Ag Science
1
Social Studies
Spanish
Physical Education
VAPA
V.C.C.E
GUIDANCE Officer
Screen Time - 30 minutes total per subject dependent on level
Break - Stretch/ Snack/ Bathroom
Spanish and HFLE will be done as part of the Integrated Unit

3
1
3
4
2
1
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DAY 4
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PROPOSED TIMETABLE GUIDELINES FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS1 hour sessions ; Minimum 4 sessions per day
FORMS 1-3
9:3010:0011:0012:008:30- 9:30
10:00
11:00
12:00
1:00
BREAK
LUNCH
DAY 1

1:001:30
BREAK

1:302:30

DAY 2
DAY 3
DAY 4
DAY 5
DAY 6
DAY 7
DAY 8
DAY 9
DAY 10

Upper School: FORMS 4-5:
40 sessions per
cycle

Approx. 8 subjects

4 sessions per
subject per cycle

Lower
School
FORMS 1-3:
Mathematics
English
Social Studies
Science
Spanish
VAPA
Tech Ed
IT
PE
Guidance Officer

No of Sessions
per cycle
5
5
5
5
4
4
3
5
3
1

Screen Time - 25 - 35 minutes total per subject dependent on level
Break - Stretch/ Snack/ Bathroom

30

Department meetings are to be carded once per cycle. Sessions can be shortened on the schedule to
facilitate such. The same will apply for monthly staff meetings.
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